
We need your help to find a vaccine for COVID-19

Scientists around the world are working on potential vaccines against COVID-19. But they cannot 
do this important work alone, they need the help of people like you.

In the UK, vaccines save thousands of lives every year. They are one of the safest and most effective 
ways of keeping people healthy. Vaccines have the potential to help us beat COVID-19. There are 
different types of vaccines, and we don’t know which one will work best to protect people from 
catching COVID-19. It might be that different vaccines are needed for different groups of people. 
That’s why in the UK we’re planning to run a few different vaccine studies. 

Just like everything else with COVID-19, we’re only going to find a vaccine if, as a society, we all 
come together. This aims to help the NHS, protect people from COVID-19 and the whole country in 
the future.

Be the first to know

A new service will help people find out about COVID-19 vaccine research. We’re inviting you to 
be amongst the first in the country to join this service. It means giving your contact details and 
some information about your health, together with your permission to be contacted by health 
researchers.

The National Institute for Health Research - the research partner of the NHS, public health and 
social care - is working in partnership with NHS Digital to launch the new service. This service aims 
to make it quicker and easier for researchers to be put in touch with volunteers. This could help a 
vaccine be ready for the wider population more quickly, which could help the NHS and save lives.

Sign up to be contacted for 
coronavirus vaccine research



Before we launch it to the nation, we need to make sure the service is ready to go. NIHR staff can 
help us by signing up to the service in the pre-launch phase from 8 July. 

More about the new service

You can use this service to give permission (consent) for researchers to contact you about taking 
part in health research for a coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine. You must be 18 or over and live in the 
UK.

You are not signing up to take part in specific research when you use this service. You are letting 
researchers know you’re happy for them to contact you if they think you might be suitable to take 
part in their research. You’ll be able to ask more questions before deciding to take part and you can 
say no at any time.

Ready to help?

Go to nhs.uk/researchcontact

Please add your details, including information about your work and health. We need this  
information so we can ensure people, from all backgrounds, have the opportunity to take part in 
health research. This will mean any vaccines developed will work for everyone.

What will happen next?

Researchers working on vaccine studies supported by the National Institute for Health 
Research will be able to search for volunteers who have signed up to the service.

They will send you an email or text you if you match the criteria for their study. This will 
tell you more about the study.

If you are interested in taking part, you can just reply to say you’d like to know more.

The researcher will need to collect some more information about your health to see 
if you are suitable for the study. This information might be collected online or in a 
conversation or both. 

The researcher will update you about whether you are suitable to take part. If you are, 
you’ll then be able to decide if you want to take part in the study or not.

There is no obligation to take part in any study and you can change your mind at any time.

No information about you or whether you choose to take part in a study will be shared 
with your employer. This is all kept completely confidential within the NHS system.

You can find out more about taking part in research at www.bepartofresearch.nihr.ac.uk 

Sign up today 

nhs.uk/researchcontact

#bepartofresearch
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